
DREW BARRYMORE 



Favorite 

Girl! 



HOT DOG! It’s a New Year! 



Ring in the New Year with HOT DOG — and start the year off right! 
Just look at the Hot Doin’s in this issue. Then have a happy HOT DOG! 
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HOT DOIN'i 

PAGE 1. Meet Drew Barrymore — E.T.’s Favorite Girl! 

PAGE 4. Really Big Facts About Elephants. 

PAGE 6. Fast Breaks. Make a quick stop here for some fast fun and 
fantastic facts. 

PAGE 8. HOT DOG’s Puppet Show. 

PAGE 11. HOT DOG Makes House Calls! How to order a HOT DOG 
subscription. 

PAGE 12. The Punch Line. Join up for some laughs. 

PAGE 14. Behind the Scenes of The Dark Crystal. 

PAGE 17. It’s Not Fair. Yuk it up at some of life’s yuckiest moments. 
PAGE 18. Ask Question Mark! He answers your questions about E.T., 3-D, 
and more! 

PAGE 20. The Puzzle Pages of Princess Ann Droid and Boing-Boing. 

PAGE 23. The Answer Box. A chance to win a prize. 

PAGE 24. Good Grief! It’s a PEANUTS® Comic! 

PLUS: LOOK OUT! An eye-popping 3-D Poster! 

AND: Your very own pair of 3-D Glasses! 



If you would like to have HOT DOG delivered right to your home, you can subscribe! Just send $11.25 
for 9 issues to HOT DOG. P.O. Box 1978, Marion, Ohio 43305. 

HOT DOG is published monthly, except bimonthly in November/December, March/April, and May/June. 
HOT DOG is brought to you by Scholastic Inc. and your teacher through the Lucky Book Club. 

HOT DOG Copyright © 1983 by Scholastic Inc., 730 Broadway. New York. NY 10003. Printed in the U S A. All Rights Reserved. 





BEHIND THE SCENES 
OF THE DARK CRYSTAL 



The stars of the movie The Dark Crystal are terrific actors. They 
act so well you might think such creatures as Gelf lings, Garthims, 
Skeksis, and Pod People are real. But the actors in The Dark 
Crystal are not like any movie stars you’ve ever seen. They are life- 
size puppets. There isn’t a single human actor starring in the 
movie! 



Going Through a Stage 

Because the stars are puppets, the 
movie sets of The Dark Crystal were 
different from other movie sets. The 
stage floor had sections that could be 



lifted out. Underneath were runways 
where puppeteers stood. They held the 
puppets up through the holes. The cam- 
eras only filmed the puppets, not the 
people below. 



There are lots of people behind the scenes of The Dark Crystal. 




14 



1981 by ITC Entertainment LTD 







There were plenty of humans behind 
the scenes. They included hundreds of 
crew members and lots of puppeteers. 
The team was led by Jim Henson and 
Frank Oz. Jim and Frank created the 
Muppets. Both men directed The Dark 
Crystal. That was a big job. 

Not only did they direct the movie, 
but they also operated puppets. You 
could say they had their hands full! Jim 
handled Jen, the hero of the movie. Jen 
is an elf like creature called a Gelfling. 
He must get the Dark Crystal, a power- 
ful glowing stone, from the evil Skek- 
sis. Frank Oz handled a few puppets, 
including a strange-looking creature 
called Aughra, Keeper of Secrets. 



Pulling a Few Strings 

Jim needed only one hand to hold up 
the small puppet of Jen. He used his 
other hand to work the controls that 
make Jen’s face move. Like all the pup- 
pets, Jen can make faces by moving his 
eyes, ears, and mouth. Producer Gary 
Kurtz told HOT DOG how the controls 
work. 

“We use a wire that’s like a bicycle 
brake cable,’’ he explained. “Or we use 
radio signals that don’t use any wires.’’ 

With radio control, the puppets are 
moved by means of an electronic 
system. 

With wire control, one end of a wire 
is attached to a puppet. The other end 
of the wire is attached to something that 
looks like a bicycle brake handle. As 
the puppeteer tightens and loosens his 
grip on the handle, the wire pulls dif- 
ferent expressions from the puppet. 

One character, the Chamberlain, can 
make up to 21 different faces. Making 
faces makes all the puppets look real 
and alive! 
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Using His Head 

Frank Oz had a hard time with the 
puppet, Aughra. It weighed more than 
30 pounds and went on over Frank’s 
head. 

“It’s a real workout just to move it 
around,’’ Frank told HOT DOG. “Aughra 
is one of the hardest puppets to work 
with. I also worked one of the Skeksis. 
That’s the same thing. I’m all the way 
inside the puppet.’’ 

Frank couldn’t see very well, so there 
was a small TV screen inside the cos- 
tume. It helped him see where he was 
going. Frank needed both hands to 
work Aughra. He needed a four-person 
crew to handle the controls of Aughra ’s 
face. 



This Skeksis is one of the bad guys in 
the movie. 




Other puppets that need more than 
one person are the Mystics. “The Mys- 
tics are life-size costumes with actors 
underneath,’’ Gary said. “A Mystic has 
four arms. Two are held up by the pup- 
peteer. Two more are held up by invisi- 
ble wires held off camera by two crew 
members. ’’ 

“The puppets can’t do everything a 
human actor can,’’ Jim said. “They 
can’t fight. They can’t reach over and 
pick up props. We had to be like magi- 
cians with a whole batch of tricks to 
fool audiences,’’ he said. 

The creatures may not look like most 
movie stars, but everyone will be caught 
under their spell. Once you’ve seen 
them, you’ll have to agree they’re a real 
class act! 



Article by Chip Lovitt 
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